PRESS RELEASE
February 24 2019
Donors help canal charity spread the word
Visitors to a north-east Norfolk beauty spot can check the latest footpath and fishing information, find out
how to book a boat trip, and a wealth of other useful information thanks to four new noticeboards.
They have been installed along a 2.3-mile stretch of the North Walsham and Dilham Canal at Ebridge
Lock, Spa Common, Royston Bridge and Swafield.
Money to buy the noticeboards has come from donations to the North Walsham and Dilham Canal Trust
given by North Walsham Town Council (£400), Interconnector UK (£500) - based at the nearby Bacton
Gas Terminals - and the Norfolk-area Ramblers' group (£300).
Tom Webster, fisheries officer and a trustee with the canal charity, said they were grateful for the donors'
generosity which had helped make the popular canal even more welcoming to visitors.
"Walkers, dog owners, fishermen, canoeists, model-boat enthusiasts and wildlife fans flock to the canal
throughout the year," said Tom.
"These noticeboards are already helping us to answer their questions about the canal and keep them up
to date with what we're doing to restore this stretch."
Spokesman Peter James said the Ramblers wanted to encourage the opening of paths and supported
giving the public information on what was available for them to enjoy.
Becky Wylie, representing Interconnector UK, said they were delighted to support the project, adding:
"Increasing local awareness of the continuing restoration of the canal and the facilities the canal offers is
key to attracting volunteers to help with further restoration."
And North Walsham's mayor, Barry Hester, said many canal trust volunteers had already made a
massive improvement to the area, which was much appreciated.
He added: "It is good to hear already that the canal is attracting lots of new visitors, including the wildlife
kind."
* The trust always welcomes more help in a variety of muddy and land-based roles.
Contact: secretary@nwdct.org
Continued on page 2

Caption: clockwise, from left: Barry Hester, Mayor of North Walsham; Tom Webster, North
Walsham and Dilham Canal Trust trustee; Mary Seward, Deputy Mayor of North Walsham; Peter
James, Norfolk area Ramblers; and Becky Wylie, Interconnector UK, at the Ebridge Lock
noticeboard. Picture: NORTH WALSHAM AND DILHAM CANAL TRUST
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The North Walsham and Dilham Canal was originally nearly nine miles long. The North Walsham
and Dilham Canal Trust, formed in 2008, is hoping to restore about 7.5 miles and four of the
original six locks.
The canal stretches from Antingham ponds, north west of North Walsham, to Wayford Bridge,
north west of Stalham.
The waterway is Norfolk’s only sailing canal with locks.
100 navvies from Bedfordshire started building work on the canal in 1825 and it opened the
following year, 1826.
It was used by wherries to transport cargo to and from mills and communities along its route.
The last wherry, Ella, sailed the canal in 1934.
Today, one family and three companies own different sections of the canal.
Any queries, please contact Alex Hurrell, North Walsham and Dilham Canal Trust media officer,
on 0750 1927 059. Email: hurrell.alexandra@gmail.com

